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Matsuoka gave the Emperor his studied conviction that war with
the United States would be inevitable if the alliance with the Axis
were not concluded. Judging from Matsuoka's subsequent statements,
I think that this version rings true.
JAPAN LOOKS SOUTH
November 25, 1940
Prince Saionji, the last surviving Genro, died last night. In view
of his distinction and his high place in the life of Japan, I placed
the Embassy flag at half-mast, besides telegraphing our condolences
to the heir, Mr. Hachiro Saionji, and to Baron Harada, his private
secretary.
There are indications that the Japanese Government has made
some sort of peace offer to Chiang Kai-shek, it is believed at German
instigation, and that if the offer is not accepted, Wang Ching-wei
will be formally recognized. There is little doubt that Japanese
interest is shifting more and more towards the southward advance,
the first main objective being control of Indo-China. Some three
divisions are believed to be concentra<jpd in Hainan to be used if
. and when developments in the war in Europe and the attitude of
the United States appear to warrant.
THE FUTILITY OF A JAPANESE GOODWILL
MISSION TO AMERICA
December 7, 1940
A series of conferences with a prominent member of the Japan
Economic Federation acting as a go-between for a prominent Japanese,
whom I shall refer to as " Mr. Y.," led to some correspondence with
the Department and a brief attempt on my part to analyse the present
political situation. Mr. Y. wants to go to the United States with some
big idea or plan which he believes would bring about an immediate
improvement in American-Japanese relations. My guess is that his
plan, which has not been divulged to us, is the usual one to get
the United States to mediate for peace with Chiang Kai-shek.
I discouraged Mr. Y.'s proposal for a good many reasons, but later
he modified his approach and said that he would go to the United
States not on any so-called goodwill mission and not to conduct
propaganda but merely to learn the views of the American public
vis-d-vis Japan so. that he might report this first-hand information
to the highest statesmen in Japan with whom we know that he
has close contacts and influence. I therefore told the Department
that I thought it might be worth while to let him come, of course in
a purely private capacity, and this recommendation was accepted
subject to certain conditions. The Japanese, even most of the highest

